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"ur: narrator * che lives of 5 ws 
fortunate men, without any intereſted 
views, offers the following ſheets to the 
public. Strongly impreſſed with ideas of 
the uprightneſs of our laws, and the inte- 
grity of our judges, it cannot be ſuppoſed 
that he means, even by inſinuation, to 
challenge either as unjuſt or ſevere. He 
profeſſes too much veneration for our con- 
ſtitution, to call in queſtion the verdict of 
an impartial jury; as advocate for theſe 
unhappy individuals, he bows with ſub- 
miſſion to the ſentence of the court, whilſt 
they, with becoming fortitude, await the 
awful moment that muſt deprive them of 
exiſtence. 


A 
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Tur unhappy men who are the ſubject 
of theſe memoirs, expect no advantage to 
accrue to them from this publication, they 
are not anxious for a further inquiry to 
take place, reſpecting the perpetrators of 
the robbery for which they are condemn- 
ed; as dying men they mean to aſſert their 
innocence in the moſt ſolemn appeal, not 
with a view to fave them from impending 
puniſhment, but to prevent their memory 
being branded with infamy, and their un- 
happy relatives from being the obj ects of | 
calumny and diſgrace. | 


| Evgeny attempt bas been made uſe of 
for the purpoſe of awakening them to a 
proper ſenſe of their unhappy firuation— 
the awful conſequence of launching in- 
to eternity with a falſehood on their lips, 
and the dreadful crime of unrepented 
perjury, have been repreſented to them 
by a Reverend Gentlemen, no. leſs emi- 
nent for his piety than his eloquence. 
hey have been entreated as dying 
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men to reflect, that a few moments long- 
er will hurl them into the preſence of 
that Being, whoſe juſtice infficts the ſe- 
vereſt puniſhment on unrepented crimes. 
Unmoved, and with the greateſt compoſ- 
ure, they have liſtened to theſe awful ad- 
monitions— they have acknowledged their 
entire dependence on that Supreme Being, 
and that they ſhall leave this world in full 
confidence of his mercy, atteſting their 
innocence with their lateſt breath. 


To the declaration of dying men, cha- 
rity auld induce us to pay Tome regard. 
But When we conſider for a moment that 
theſe: men have not been trained up in the 
_ ways of infamy that they have not been 
hardened into vice by a frequent repeti- 
tion of it. Humanity weeps at their aw- 
ful ſituation! Juſtice, though unuſed to 

relax, viewing them with the moſt ſcru- 
tinizing eye, fearfully holds the balance 
of guilt and innocence, and, doubtful 
which ſhould preponderate, drops a tear, 
and inclines to mercy ! 
Ay 
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Tux 8 ſituation of theſe unfors 
tmnate men will I truſt, apologize for can» 
vaſing the character of the evidences who 
appeared againſt them; and, ſhould. the 
principal witneſs appear notoriouſly. in- 
famous, it may in ſome meaſure account 
for his uniformity in {wearing to the com- 
miſſion of a crime with which he ſeems 
too well acquainted ;, and the greatneſs 
of the reward, might be a ſufficient in- 
ducement to. perjure away the life of the 
innocent. 6 
5 10 eee 067 eee e eee 

Pann ans it may not be improper to ob- 
ſerve, that the evidence of an — 
and one of known bad character, ſhould 
at all times be received by the jurors with 
the utmoſt caution. The laws have wiſe- 
ly, and for the benefit of ſociety, allow- 
ed as, admiſhble, the evidence of .@./ocius 
criminis. But, when we conſider the de- 

pravity of human nature the temptation 
of hee money by che conviction- 
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niſhment themſelves, we ought to regard 
even their affirmation as a daring appeal 
to heaven, and with the ' utmoſt reſerve, 
give credit to men mmi in the _ 
of ee N N 


TR en inſtances that occur of 
men launching into eternity, atteſting 
their innocence, may, perhaps, prevent 
this addreſs having its proper effect; but, 
when we conſider the character of thoſe— 
their impiety, and with what daring re- 
ſolution they ruſh on death with an en- 
thuſiaſm bordering on madneſs, they ſeem 
ambitious to be deemed as martyrs to in- 


horror and deteftation. 


LON 


o the contrary, ve oppoſe to them 


three unhappy men, who, tho' they have 
not been eminent for their virtues, have 
not been conſpicuous for their vices; who, 
amidſt the common failings that attend 


famy, and to be remembered only with 
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uſeful members of "ſociety; and by a ſtrict 
attention to their ſeveral 'employmenrs, 
dave honeſtiy derived ſufficient for their 
decent ſupport;-and whom; eandour obli- 
ges us to hope, if they had never been ac- 
cuſed with the commiſſion of this crime, 
would have paſſed the remainder of their 
hves-incalmmefs and obſcurity; contented 
pre agg ward oattshonne torts 
tes Pp By 100 Fit nivrth Abt 57207 
Tu 17 Wld with much gratitude, 
che high obligation they owe their country 
for the zefpite-obwained, in brder to gives 
farther inveſtigation to this myſterious bu- 
ſineſs; and, though it has not been attends 
ed with the deſired effect to throw any ad 
ditional light on this complicated affair, 
but added to them a companion in miſery, 
they canndt but admire with thankful- 
neſs; that tenderneſs with: which juſtice is 
adminiſtered, and/with calnmeſs, patiently 
wait for that awful moment; when they 
ſhall fulfl the ſentence pronounced againſt 
them by the ydice of their cauntrymen- 
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Bur they ſtill conceive it to be a duty 
incumbent on them, to employ their few 
remaining moments, not only in making 
a proper preparation for death, but in 
giving a ſolemn declaration of clieir inno- 
cence of the crime for which they are con- 
demned to ſuffer. Dreadful as their ſitu- 
ation is, under the continual expectation 
of impending diſſolution, they feel a 
calmneſs which can only proceed from 
a conſciouſneſs of their innocence, and 
would not exchange ſituations with thoſe 
men, who, from motives the moſt infam- 
ous and diſhoneſt, have falſely ſworn away 
their lives. The truth of which they ap- 
peal to that Being before whom they muſt 
ſhortly appear. 


As the public curioſity may be much 
raiſed to be acquainted with the charac- 
ters of thoſe men, it. may not be deemed 
improper to give a ſhort detail of their 
former life and ſituation, which being pro 
perly atteſted by each of them, will pre- 
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vent its authenticity being called in queſ- 


Tx publiſher of theſe memoirs flatters 
himſelf, it will be deemed more intereſt- 
ing, to give this ſhort narrative and ſolemn 
declaration, as received from themſelves. 
He, therefore, with the utmoſt deference, 
ſubmits the following to the public. 


T HE 


LIFE OF JAMES FALCONER, - 


As Written by Himſelf. 


] was born at Dundee the 16th of April, 
1765, my parents were honeſt and induſ- 
trious, and gave me an education ſuitable” 
ro my expectations in life. At a proper 
age my father bound me an apprentice to 
a worthy merchant in Dundee ; but he 
dying a ſhort time after, at the ſolicitation 
of my friends my maſter gave his conſent 
to releaſe me from my apprenticeſhip, and 
I went home to aſſiſt my mother in col- 
letting the Fleſh Market, Weigh Houſe 
dues, &c. of 'which my deceaſed father 
was tackſman. In this ſituation I conti- 
nued for ſome time, till the year 1784, 
when it was rouped by me to another 
tackſman. At the ſame period I entered 
into buſineſs in a ſhop in the New Street 
of the ſaid town, and dealt as a grocer 
B 
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and ſpirit dealer; but, though not attend- 
ed with ſucceſs, I flatter myſelf that no 
imputation reſts on my tranſactions, except 
what is common to young men who em- 
bark in buſineſs with too ſmall a fortune, 
or too little experience in life. After be- 
ing unſucceſsful in buſineſs, I remained 
for a ſhort time with my mother, and ex- 
perienced every indulgence and ſupport 
from her that her circumſtances could af- 
. 


5 * this ſituation I continued till Mar- 
tinmas 1787, having frequently a deſire to 
go abroad; but an opportunity again offer- 
ing ſof becoming tackſman of the Weigh 
Houſe, &c. I once more entered upon it, 
on che 22d November 1787. With the 
utmoſt economy I now conducted myſelf, 
and felt great happineſs at the proſpect of 
. once more ſettled in life. I was de- 
termined by my induſtry and attention to 
eſtabliſh, myſelf, and hoped my integrity 
and honeſty of dealing, would inſure me 
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the protection and ſupport of my friends 
and acquaintance. But, alas! how un- 
certain are our enjoyments in this life, 
and from what hidden and unexpected 
ſources do our miſeries ſpring.— On the 
night between the 16th and 17th of Fe- 
bruary 1788, I may date the ſource of all 
my misfortunes ; for, on the day following, 
the town's drum went about offering a re- 
ward of L. 50 Sterling upon information, 
and L. 100 on conviction of any of the per- 
{ons concerned in the robbery of the Dun- 
dee Bank, which reward has operated ſo 
forcibly as not only to cauſe a regular 
chain of evidence to be planned by the 
artful and deſigning, but at laſt to termi- 
nate in my death. In its proper place I 
ſhall give ſome traits of the two material 
evidences againſt me, and for the authen- 
ticity of ſuch obſervations, refer to the 
general opinion formed of them by the 
town and neighbourhood of Dundee. 
After the banking houſe was robbed, I at- 
tended my buſineſs publicly as uſual, and 
By 
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on the 23d of the ſame month I was de- 
fired by John Rae, an officer, to wait on 
the provoſt at the Town Houſe. Know- 
ing myſelf perfectly innocent of any charge 
of a criminal nature, I did not heſitate 
a moment, but immediately went to the 
Town Hall, where the provoſt, a magiſ- 
trate, the caſhier of the Dundee bank, and 
ſeveral of the proprietors were preſent. 
This was eight days after the Bank was 
Tobbed, and I then underſtood that many 
perſons had been examined and given 1n 
| their depoſitions, eſpecially thoſe who kept 
public houſes, and as my mother kept one 
at that tzme, and myſelf being frequently 
there, and always fleeping at her houſe, the 
examination gave me no ſort of concern. 
My mother's houſe was only the breadth of 
a narrow lane called the Vault from the 
Town Houſe, at the eaſt end of which 
the banking office was kept; and as I 
had repeatedly mentioned that I heard a 
noiſe, which to me appeared to proceed 
from the Town Houſe, the night the rob- 
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bery was committed, I was examined by 
the magiſtrates concerning it, and anſwer- 
ed accordingly, that I heard a noiſe in the 
night, but knew nothing more of the mat- 
ter. After this examination I was diſ- 
charged, and continued in the town open- 
ly tranſacting my buſineſs. As I knew 
my own innocence, I was under no anxiety 
or apprehenſion, but continued to attend 
the weigh houſe as uſual. Having given in 
my declaration to the magiſtrates the 23d 
February, I had no expectation of being 
farther troubled with this buſineſs; but 
about a month afterwards, on the 22d 
March, I was again ſent for by the town 
officers to a public houſe in Pundce, where 
the caſhier of the bank; the town clerk, and 
a few other gentlemen: attended. I then 
judged a farther inquiry was going to take 
place reſpeQing the robbery ; but I'was 
not in the leaſt intimidated as I'knew my 
own innocence. I was ordered to ſit dow. 
and for a conſiderable time no queſtions, 
were aſked. About 9/&clock'in the even» 
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ing I informed them I muſt return and 
ſhut up the weigh houſe. They then gave 
me to underſtand that the provoſt was ſent 
for; however, after waiting a little long- 
er, the provoſt did rot come, but one of 
the magiſtrates made his appearance. My 
former declaration was then ordered to 
be read over to me, that I might the bet- 
ter recolle the ſame—1 told them, what 
it contained was truth. They then aſk- 


ed me if I had received any letter from 


Bruce ſince he left Dundee — I anſwered, 
no. They inquired of me if I had heard 
any more news concerning the robbery of 
the Bank — I told them, I had not. T hey 
then told me they had ſtrong preſumptive 


proof that I was concerned in the perpe- 
tratid ef the robbery, that I ought to 


embrace the firſt opportunity of not only 
obtaining the reward, but that they would 


alſo procure my pardon.—T anſwered them 
in the moſt ſolemn manner, that I knew 


nothing reſpecting the breaking of the 


Bank; that I was innocent, and in ſuch a 


E 
declaration I would continue to my lateſt 
moments. I was then ordered into an ad- 
jacent room, and after ſtaying about half 
an hour was called in, and informed by 
the town clerk, that he had my commit- 
ment in his hand; and, ſpeaking to the 
keeper of the Dundee priſon, I was deli- 
vered into his cuſtody. I continued in 
that priſon fromthe 22d day of March till 
the 8th of Auguſt, and refer to the jailer 
to vouch in what manner I conducted my- 
ſelf whilſt under his care. I need only ap- 


peal to him for proving the falſehood of 


M Donald's aſſertion, that I intended to 
murder him when he was put into the 
fame priſon with myſelf for debt. Not- 
withſtanding his falſe declaration againſt 
me, I hope God will forgive him. I was 
taken from Dundee priſon on Friday the 
8th Auguſt 1788, to be brought to Edin- 
burgh. My guard conſiſted of two town 
officers and a ſtranger from Forfar; and, 
through the whole, they treated me with 
great humanity, for which I beg leave to 
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make this public acknowledgment. On 
Saturday night at nine o'clock I arrived in 
Edinburgh, and was lodged in the tol- 
booth; and, on the Wedneſday following, 
my trial came on before the High Court 
of Juſticiary. With a ſtrong conviction of 
my innocence, I have ſupported myſelf 
under all my. difficulties, and even under 
the awful ſolemnity of receiving the fatal 
| ſentence. That Being who ſuccours the de- 
fenceleſs, and is a ſhield to the innocent, 
gave me fortitude and reſignation in that | 
trying moment. I have now remained for 
four months under the dreadful ſentence 
of the law. Under the temporary re- 
ſpite I have received, I have not been 

anxious to prolong a life too much embit- 
tered with miſery and diſappointment z 
with calmneſs I ſhall meet my fate under 
the full aſſurance of the infinite mercy and 
goodneſs of a Divine Being. Perhaps it 
may not be deemed 1mproper to make 
ſome few obſervations on what I have 
written, To draw any inferences either 
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of my preſumptive innocence or poſitive 
guilt in me would be highly unbecoming. 
The public will pleaſe to recolleR, that it 
is the. charaQteriſtic of innocence to be 
open and unſuſpecting, not too aſſuming 
in demanding an inquiry, or too back- 
ward in ſubmitting to an inveſtigation, 
poſſeſſing an happy medium, and with a 
condu entirely oppoſed to that- of guilt. 
I ſhall leave the concluſion to the impartial 
and diſcerning; they will judge whether 
my remaining in Dundee one month after 
my precognition was taken before the ma- 
giſtrate reſpecting the robbery of the bank 
they will draw the proper inferences 
from my refuſing the offered pardon, with 
a large reward, upon my making the ne- 
ceſſary diſcoveries, and either ſuppoſe that 
J was actuated by madneſs, or a ſtrange in- 
fatuation; or was unconſcious of having 
committed the crime myſelf, and equally a 
ſtranger to the perpetrators of the deed. 


TuzE dreadful malignity that at times 
| C | 
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takes poſſeſſion of the human breaſt—the 
depravity of the unprincipled, even to the 

deſtruction of their fellow creatures, ſo 
frequently occur, that I need produce but 
few examples to prove my aſſertion. Hiſ- 
tory affords us many inſtances; and even 
within a few years, a conſpiracy was 
formed in London, by a ſet of miſcreants, 
to take away the lives of innocent men, by 

charging them with the commiſſion of 
various robberies. This practice was car- 
Tied on too ſucceſsfully for near four years, 
and many an unhappy youth fell a dread- 
ful ſacrifice through the perjury of this 
combination of murderers. I ſpeak only 
from memory, but I believe one of the 
names of theſe horrid aſſociates in Eng- 
land, was M Donald. I mean no infinu- 
ation from the ſimilarity of the names 
correſponding with two of the evidences 
againſt me. But when facts are ſtated, 
when a chain of infamous tranſactions 
are brought to view, it can no longer 


be doubted that the man who, in his 
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cooler moments, can deliberate and ex- 
ecute acts of villany, will heſitate to com- 
mit 'perjury, and every other crime of the 
blackeſt complexion. The laws, for the 
moſt ſalutary and juſt purpoſes, allow large 
rewards for apprehending perſons who 
have rendered themſelves, dangerous to 
ſociety. Theſe rewards are not to be 
looked upon as the price of blood, or an in- 
ducement to commit the crime of perjury, 
but as a neceſſary compenſation and gratui- 
ty for the loſs of time and danger attending 
ſuch hazardous purſuits. Theſe rewards 
ſeem to have acted moſt forcibly on the 
minds of Alexander and Robert M Donald; 
but perhaps their extreme poverty, and the 
expenſive ſuit in which they were engaged, 
in the proſecution of a fraudulent bill, 
have induced them to enter into this 
dark buſineſs. The whole neighbour- 
hood of Dundee will bear me witneſs 
that the M Donalds are not the moſt afflu- 
ent in circumſtances, or reſpectable in 
character. The very reverſe, will, Lbe⸗ 
Cy 
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eve, readily be admitted; and the bill 
before mentioned, of which they are in 
poſſeſſion, likewiſe will, I hope, diſplay 
ſuch a ſcene as to eſtabliſh their charac- 
ter ſufficiently through life. The bill in 
queſtion is for the enormous ſam of L. 384 
given by a late ſhipmaſter at Dundee, 
William Bruce, ſince dead; it was fraudu- 
lently obtained by giving him a bill to 
ſign to that amount, inſtead of a receipt for 
a ſmall bill of L. ꝙ which M Donald had 
to pay the ſaid Wm. Bruce, who, through 
age and infirmities, not to mention the 
effects of liquor, was fraudulently led to 
ſign this bill inſtead of the receipt, and 
which bill is now contending for by the 
M Donalds from the relations of the de- 
ceaſed W lam Bruce. Were I to englarge 
upon the character of the M Donalds, it 
might appear invidious, and as the effects 
of rooted enmity againſt them. But I ſhall 
for ever leave them to the prey of their 
accuſing conſcience, chat, whether acting 
as taylors at Dundee, or any part of the 
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kingdom—whether acting as ſmugglers or 
revenue officers, for the purpoſe of obtain- 
ing the property of others—whether they 
are attempting to obtain, fraudulently, 
bills from the aged and infirm, or appear 
in the new character of evidences, for the 
purpoſe of obtaining the reward; their 
enornious guilt, the ſecret whiſpers of a 
tormenting conſcience will, I hope, one day 
awaken them, that they may view with hor- 
ror their paſt offences, nor longer, by rapine 
and perjury, ſeize upon their neighbour's 
property, or hurry into eternity the inno- 
cent and unprotected. 
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THE 
LIFE OF PETER BRUCE, 


As Written by Himſelf. 


J was born in the pariſh of Lift, in the 
neighbourhood of Dundee; my parents 
were reſpectable in the farming buſineſs, 
and, with much tenderneſs, inſtructed me 
in my younger years, and gave me a good 
education. After leaving ſchool, I was put 
apprentice to a merchant in Dundee, and 
continued with him a conſiderable time; 
but, at that period, being very young, 
with a mind unſettled, I left his houſe, 
and entered into the Train of Royal Artil- 
lery, where I continued about two years; 
but my friends not approving of my ſi- 
tuation, they obtained my diſcharge by 
purchaſe. I then returned to Dundee, and 
entered into buſineſs as a merchant ; but 
in this ſituation, notwithſtanding the dili- 
gence and exertion I made uſe of, proved 
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unſucceſsful. I continued for ſome time 
out of bulineſs, and was entirely indebt- 
ed to my friends for ſupport. Indeed, their 
kindneſs to me has always been ſuch as to 
demand my warmeſt acknowledgements. 
But not approving of this inactive ſtate of 
life, with the coficurrence of my friends, 
I determined: to go abroad. In January 
1788; an opportunity offered of my going 
to Kingſton in Jatraica-. The ſhip called 
Alexander, of which Mr Andrew Turner 
merchant, Greetock! was owner, being ad- 
vertiſed to il on the 2 5th February 1788, 
1 embraced that opportulity; my clothes, 
therefore, for the voyage; were bought of 
Bailie Alexander Thoms; my paſſage-· mo- 
ney was likewiſe remitted by à Mr Thomas 
Smart, writer in Dundee, to Mr Andrew 
Turner, merchant, Greenock ; and my 
_ cheſt was alſo ſent.” All this was public- 
ly known at Dundee fix weeks before the 
_ robbery was committed on the Bank. On 
the 17th February 1788, which was Sun- 
day, information Was given that the Dun- 
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dee Bank had been robbed on the preced- 
ing night, of caſh and notes to a conſider- 
able amount. This became the general 
ſubject of converſation. However, I went 
about the town in the ſame manner I was 
| accuſtomed to do, making all the uſual 
inquiries, as was common to every one, 
nothing doubting of my own ſafety, as I 
was conſcious of my innocence. On Mon- 
day, the day following, I continued in 
Dundee, walking in the moſt public man- 
ner ; and the next day, Tueſday the 19th, 
after taking leave of all my friends, I 
left Dundee about 4 o'clock, and went 
that evening to Perth, and flept at the 
| houſe of a Mr Watſon, who keeps the Car- 
ron warehouſe. In the morning I hired a a 
horſe from Perth to Glaſgow, and reach- 
ed Stirling the ſame evening, and ſlept at 
the Black Bull. The night following, I 
arrived at Glaſgow ; and calling on the 
Perth carrier, delivered my horſe to him 
to be. taken back to Perth, and flept that 
night at a houſe in the Salt Market. I 
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continued two days in Glaſgow, and,, as 
I underſtood there that the ſhip Alexan- 
der was not to. fail till the 27th or 28th, 
on Monday the 25th, I left that city on 
foot, with three other travellers, and ar- 
rived at Greenock the ſame; night about 
10 o'clock. - There I ſlept at the ſign of 
the Three Jolly Sailors. In the morning 
I went to Mr Turner's office, accompanied 
by Mr , to make inquiry reſpecting 
the ſailing of the ſhip and my cheſt. I 
had no ſooner entered than I was ſeized 
upon by ſome conſtables, and immediate- 
ly conducted to the head inn. I was ill 
ignorant of what was laid to my charge. 
But on hearing a letter read by a gentle- 
man then preſent; and the name of a Mr 
Jobſon being mentioned, who is caſhier 
of the Dundee Bank, I conjectured im- 
mediately I was taken up on ſomething re- 
lative to the, robbery of that houſe. I 
gave my precognition to a Mr Camp- 
bell, a juſtice of Peace, at the ſame time 
declaring my innocence. My cheſt was 
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ſent for and examined, and myſelf ſearch- 
ed, but nothing was found, except about 
three guineas, which was the remainder 
of the money with which I left 'Dunglee. 
The three travellers who came from Glaſ- 
gow- gave their declarations: before the 
Juſtice. Two of whom were detained 
with myſelf as priſoners; and the next 
day we were tied with ropes, and conduct- 
ed under a ſtrong guard to Paiſley jail. 
We arrived at Paiſley that night, and com- 
mitted to ſeparate rooms. , I wrote imme- 
diately to Dundee to my father, under 
cover to Mr Smart, which letter was di- 
rectly ſhewn to the proprietors of the 
Bank, and they inſtantly wrote to Paiſley 
requeſting my liberation, as they had not 
the leaſt ſuſpicion that I was any ways 
concerned or privy. to'the robbery. I now 
was in poſſeſſion of my liberty, and again 
ſet off for Greenock, in order to my em- 
barking on board the Alexander; but un- 
luckily for me ſhe had failed during the 
time of my impriſonment, which occaſion- 
| D ij 
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ed my loſing my paſſage. I remained 
at Greenock, hoping {ſoon to get a paſſage 
and was (chiefly at the houſe of John 
Brown, vintner, who is fully acquainted 
with the great diſtreſs I was frequently in 
for want of money, inſomuch that I was 
even obliged to ſell ſome of my clothes to 
him for my ſupport. I remained near a 
month in this place in daily expectation 
of getting a paſſage, but was prevented by 
being taken up a ſecond time by Wallace, 
a town officer of Greenock, and a writer 
from Port-Glaſgow. I was immediately 
taken to a Juſtice, before whom I gave 
my firſt declaration, when my cheſt was 
again ſent for, and every other article be- 
longing to me was ſearched, but nothing 
found. I was then ordered to the inn, 
accompanied by the officer: in order to be 
ſent to Paiſley; in a ſhort time the chaiſe 
was ready, and I ſet off in company with 
the town officer and a writer, for Paiſley. 

We en ſame day, and, e at 
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an inn, the procurator-fiſcal was ſent 
for, at which time I was urged to accept 
of his Majeſty's pardon, and the reward 
offered by the Bank. I anſwered it was im- 
poſſible for me to accept of either that I 
was not only innocent myſelf, but abſo- 
lutely unacquainted with the perpetrators 
of the theft that I would not, to ſave 
myſelf from the conſequences, however 
dreadful, accuſe any perſon wrongfully, or 
acknowledge myſelf guilty when I was not 
ſo. I was therefore ordered to Paiſley pri- 
ſon, where I continued from the 26th 
March to the 8th Auguſt. I had not even 
the allowance made to priſoners, though 1 
petitioned for the ſame, but was ſupported 
by my father, who made remittance to a 
worthy merchant for my maintenance. 
After remaining in priſon a long time, and 
no proſpect of my being brought to trial, 
I run my letters for the purpoſe of appeal - 
ing to my country; and, though conſcious 
of my innocence, I have experienced the 
dreadful reverſe, and have been found 
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guilty, I was removed from Paiſley jail 
the 8th Auguſt, under a ſtrong guard, and 
conducted to Edinburgh, in order to take 
my trial. I had every reaſon to hope for an 
acquittal. Conſcious of my innocence, I 
truſted it would have appeared conſpicu- 
ous to my country. But without challenge 
or repining, I bow with ſubmiſſion to the 
awful ſentence pronounced againſt me. 
I muſt beg permiſſion to make a few ob- 
ſervations on what I have written. I truſt, 
that my leaving Dundee, within three days 
after the robbery was committed, will not 
be conſtrued as a proof of my guilt. My 
intention of going to Jamaica was well 
known1n that town, for two months prior 
to my leaving it; and, as the ſhip on board 
which my paſſage was taken, was advertiſ- 
ed to ſail on the 25th or 26th, it ſarely will 
juſtify my departure, which was public- 
ly known, eſpecially as I took the immedi- 
ate road, without any concealment or diſ- 
guiſe, My impriſonment in Paiſley jail 
for eight days, charged with the commiſ- 
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ſion of a crime of the moſt fatal conſequen- 
ces, would ſurely, had I been guilty, had 
its proper effect, after obtaining my libe- 
ration, unleſs I had been rendered inſenſi- 
ble by the ſtrongeſt infatuation. I ſhould 
have conſulted my ſafety, and, by either 
flight or diſguiſe, have endeavoured to 
elude the purſuit of juſtice; but my 
conduct was the very reverſe; I re- 
mained openly at Greenock, waiting an 
opportunity to embark, agreeable to my 
firſt intention. To the candid and im- 


partial, I make my appeal, confident of 
obtaining from the liberal minded a full 


acquittal. But I make a further appeal; as 
a dying man, I call upon Heaven, upon that 
Being on whom I depend for ſupport in 


my laſt moments, to witneſs my innocence 
of the crime laid to my charge! With re- 


ſignation I ſubmit, and bow with humili- 
ty to the decrees of Providence ! 
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LIFE OF JAMES DICK, 
uf As Written by Himſelf. 


3 Diek was born in Dundee in the 
year 1740, his father was a capital brewer 
in the ſaid town, in the early part of his 
fe, having a great deſire for the ſea, his 
friends gave him a ſuitable education, and, 
at the age of 15, bound him an apprent-»e 
to David Myles ſhipmaſter of Dundee; 
The firſt voyage he made proved rather un- 
ſucceſsful, being . takeri- priſoner by the 
French, who landed him at Norway, from 
whence he was compelled to return paſ- 
ſenger in a merchant's ſhip the ſummer 
Following. He continued with his maſter 
who appointed him mate; and, in a voyage | 
to Rotterdam, he was a ſecond time taken 
priſoner by the French, but was ſoon re- 
leaſed. After the expiration of his apprens 
reſi, he remained. jnohcmploymen 
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of his maſter, who appointed him captain 
of a ſhip, in which ſtation he continued 
for ſome years in the Baltic and Rotter- 
dam trade, At the repeated ſolicitations 
of the merchants of Dundee, he was pre- 
vailed on to purchaſe a ſhip, which was 
called the True Love, and which was 
chiefly. employed by them in the Baltic 
trade; but, from the many loſes he met 
with, he was, compelled. to part with his 
ſhip, and ſail as maſter of one belonging 
| to the Frith of Forth, in the Baltic trade, 
which was the laſt ſtation he was employed 
in. He afterwards/retired to Dundee, liv- 
ed upon the ſmall, annuity his wife was 
eee was aſſiſted oy his friends, 


Byx, to 18 with the narrative in hi 
own language. —* I may challenge my un- 
happy Gtuation to ariſe from the fraudu- }. 

lent bill, already mentioned by James Fal- 
coner. The public curioſity at n 5 
being much engaged about it; made me 
anxious to Mover every particular =p 
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tending that infamous tranſaction. An 
opportunity very ſoon offered; Alexander 
MDonald having ſome difference with 
— Menzies, one of the witneſſes againſt 
me, and journeyman to M Donald, he 
was induced to lay open to me ſuch a 
complicated ſcene of villany, as to prove 
that the bill was obtained from tlie deceaſ- 
ed William Bruce, in the moſt fraudulent 
and wicked manner. I therefore thought ir | 
myduty, to give a proper atteſtation of the 
facts that came to my knowledge, for which 
purpoſe I went to'Fdinbntgh, and, before 
Mr Hugh Elder and a Mr Young writer, 
gave every information relative to that bu- 
fineſs. I returned to Dundee, and ſcarce- 
ly two days had elapſed before I found 
the fatal conſequences to myſelf of inter- 
meddling with any matter where the Mac- 

donalds were concerned. I was defired to 
attend the town clerk's office, where! un- 

derwent an examination reſpecting the 

robbery of the Dundee bank, and, tho a | 
a laghe of near four months had taken place 

SY 
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ſince ſaid robbery was perpetrated; and Ihad 
remained the whole time in Dundee; yet no- 
thing was laid to my charge; but the mo- 
ment I attempted to interfere with the Mac- 
donalds, the very inſtant I was informed that 
the bill for L. 384 was a forgery, and that 
my evidence would be made uſe of in its 
proper place, to prevent the payment of 
the ſame, that moment T became obnox- 
ious in the eyes of M Ponald; I appeared 
as the principal obſtacle, and an infur- 
mountable barr to the recovery of ſo large 
2 ſum, and the only means left was, to en- 
deavour to add me to the number of the 
two unfortunates already. under ſentence 
of death. Ho far he has ſucceeded, the 
public and myſelf are too well acquaint- 
ed, It is for this I die. But thank. hea- 
ven I die innocent; and, though I now 
acknowledge my errors to be numberleſs 
and. my tranſgreſſions great, yet I look 
up for merey to chat Being before whom I 
appeal for my innocence of the crime for 
which I am to ſuffer, and on whom 1 de- 
pend for lutcgur 2 in my dying moments. 
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Tun Public are now in poſſeſſion of a 
few particulars reſpecting theſe three un- 
happy. men; much more might have been 
faid; many proofs might have been brought 
greatly exculpatory of their guilt, but at 
has been thought proper to.paſs them over, 
as by ſome they might be thought invidi- 
aus reflections; and, though truths pub- 
licly. known, and received as ſuch in the 
| town of Dundee, might in the city of E- 
dinburgh be deemed. nothing but calumny 
and ſlander; they therefore reſt their plea 
of innocence upon the general character 
of the evidences againſt them, upon the 
ſtrong motives they had to influence them. 
namely, the Reward ; and upon their cen- 
ſiſtency of behavior after the robbery was 
committed. But if all theſe ſhould prove 
mefectual to remove the ſtrong prejudices 
againſt. them, or to eſtabliſh their 1 inno- 
cence, they have their laſt and only re- 
fource, an appeal to Heaven. This they 
hope will be received by all good men as 
123 language of =o as the genuine ef- 
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fuſion of the ſoul already on the confines 
of eternity and panting after immortality. 
It appears to be the only privilege to which 
they are now entitled. They have long 
forgot che deſtre of complaining. They 
not only know how inefectual the voice of 
miſery is, but their familiarity with diſ- 
treſs has rendered it almoſt habitual to 
them. The gloom. of a priſon—the 
dreary melaneholy of confinement—and 
the chains which ſurround them, cannot 
embitter! cannot appal !-——Happy in 
the reflection of conſcious innocence, they 
rife above the moſt complicated miſery, 
and with patience await their doom! They 
are ſupported under every difficulty, and 

are ee even to death itſelf! b 


* n e not mean by this 8 to 
acquire the appellation of martyrs, or men 
who are ſacrificed by the ſtern hand of 
public juſtice. They give full credit to 
the opinion formed of them by the Gentle- 
men of the jury, and the ſentiments of 
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the judges who preſided on their ah, 
They have only to lament, that the plan 
formed againſt them, was attended with 
too much ſucceſs ; and, though this may 
not de the firſt inſtance of innocence ſuf- 
fering for guilt, from the effects of pre- 
concerted villany, their ardent prayers 
are offered up to Heaven, that their deaths 
may be the laſt dreadful expiation to fa- 


kk 4.5 


. 


(5438441 


Get % OW 
| 77 r ing 

5 1160 N a c 
142. 14 146141 4 T4162 / HELCLLEDS 3111 


A N (144 13 TO LOAF 


"#4 


* 


- 


—— — 


The laſt Solemn Declaration of James Falcon- 

er, Peter Bruce, and Fames Dick, late of 

Dundee, but now under Sentence of Death 
in the Tolbooth of Edinburgh. 


We acknowledge, with the greateſt hu- 
manity, our entire ſupport and dependence 
on-the Divine Being, and bow with ſub- 
miſſion to his unerring decrees. | We ac- 
- knowledge his power to be infinire, and 
believe, with a firm perſuaſion, that though 
death deprives our bodies of exiſtence, we 
poſſeſs ſouls that muſt commence aſſociates 
of immortality, and whoſe duration muſt 
be eternal ! As dying men, we make our 
ſolemn appeal, and declare individually and 
collectively, that as we expect mercy here- 
after, or hope to receive ſuccour and ſup- 
port from the Divine Goodneſs in our ap- 

proaching moments of diffolution, that we 
are not only ſtrangers to the perpetrators 
of the robbery committed on the banking 
houſe at Dundee, and for which we are 


( 42 ) 
condemned to die, but that we had no part 
either actual or intentional in the com- 
miſſion of the ſaid offence. That we were 
not either preſent, or knew of ſuch a crime 
being intended to be perpetrar aun What 
we, each of us, declare our entire "EO 
of the crime for which we are to die. This 
we ſolemnly atteſt, and which declaration 
we individually ſign, and confirm the truth 
of, as we hope, or expect merey and for- 
Fe from God. , 
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T He publiſher of —— memoirs * theſe, 
unfortunate men, conceiyes himſelf parti- 
cularly called upon in this ſecond addreſs, | 
to explain the, motives by which he has. 
been actuated, and to clear himſelf from 
the imputation of preſumpruouſly,i inter- 
fering in their behalf, after they were 


legally ee by 05 mes: of K eke F 
country. 
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As an individual, he confeſſes his infig- 
5 nificance and Oe; ; as an author, he 


(2) | 
acknowledges his incapacity and want of 
2 5 But, in pleading the cauſe of hu- 


importance of the taſk. It awakens the 
moſt lively emötions in his Toul, and he 
glories in being the defender of the help- 
leſs, and ſolicits the aid of the benevolent 
for their protection and ſupport. He does 
not preſume to deliver his on opinion on 
this occaſion. They have now anſwered 
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the full demands of their country, and 
whether guilty or innocent, they have ar- 
rivedar'tho{t confines * from hoe bourn 
«no eravelter returns.“ They ! have been 
exhibited. an awful ſpectacle th men and 
angels, and however ſhockirig for huma- | 
nity t to reflect upon, we cannot but admire 
that ſtrict juſtice which ſo Toreibly ad- 
lars ts tlie very letter ef the law, aud 
configns'to puniſhment choſe coe of of 
; N che One of IG A ate 
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manner with which juſtice is adminiſtered 
that powerfully calls on every individual. 

The fate of theſe men is now no longer 
depending. Their memory, whether hand- 
ed to poſterity, tinged with guilt or embla- 
zoned with innocence, is of little avail ; 
But, the ſecurity of ourfelves, the protec- 
tion of the rifing generation, claim our im- 
pa ſſioned regard. If theſe men are inno- 
cent of the crime for which they fuffered, 

the public voice of humanity, their unap- 
peaſed manes, heaven, and even nature 
itſelf, anxious to develop this dark bu fie 
. neſs, calls for a farther inveſtigation. | 


Tuxxꝝ is no earthly confideration when 
put in competition with the life of an indi- 
vidual, that can hold any proportion; it 
is of ineſtimable value when conſidered 
either in a religious or moral point of 
view; and though neceſſity compels, and 
juſtice demands the execution of, our Fel- 
low creatures, yet the convulſive pangs at- 


tendant on diſſolution, the fluttering ſtate 
Ay 
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in which the ſoul hovers while on the lip 
of the expiring criminal, ſtrongly inti- 
mates that nature, almoſt disjointed, re- 
ceives the wound, and weeps over the de- 
ſtruction of the human ſpecies. 
Ir is needleſs, J preſume, to call in de- 
ſcription to heighten the horror of the 
ſcene the public have ſo recently been 
ſpectators of. The calmneſs and compo- 
ſure with which theſe two unhappy men 
met their fate, their reſignation, with the 
firm perſuaſion they poſſeſſed of entering 
into happineſs, added to the ſolemnity of 
the ſcene; and whilſt the feeling heart in- 
dulged the natural impulſe of a tear, the 
benevolent mind only bade them farewell, 
with an aſſurance of meeting them in a 
better Ar. 


To prevent improper reports taking 
poſſeſſion of the public, to aſſure thoſe 
who are intereſted or wiſh to be acquaint- 
ed with the manner 70 their behaviour 1 in 


N 
114 


B 

their dying moments, and to contradict 
any rumours prejudicial to themſelves, or 
tending to reflect on the ſeverity of their 
ſentence, the following pages are ſubmit- 
ted for peruſal. And if their uniformity 
of conduct, their ſentiments of piety, and 
a perfect charity with all mankind accom- 
panied them to the laſt, I truſt it will be 
an ample apology, for what has been al- 
ready written on the ſubject; and will gain 
from the candid and impartial, a favourable 
impreſſion of the motives; which actuated 
the author in the preſent publication. 


A RESPITE having arrived for James 
Dick, the two priſoners, Falconer and 
Bruce, were confined in an-appartment ſe- 
parated from him. To prevent any poſſi- 
bility of eſcaping, they were chained to a 
large iron barr, which only admitted them 
to move the length of it, which was not 
more than four feet. In this awful ſitua- 
tion they continued till the day they were 


taken out for execution without ever 
Aj 
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complaining ! indeed, the humanity of the 
keeper of the priſon was particularly ex- 
erted towards them. By the order of the 
Magiſtrates, they were not allowed the uſe 
of candle or fire; and ſurely in this ſitua- 
tion, theſe two men, aſſiſted by the hu- 
mane attention of ſeveral of the Miniſters 
of this city, debarred from the improper 
uſe of liquors, kept in a ſolitary confine- 
ment, [chained to the floor, paſſing long 
tedious nights in darkneſs, and ſubjected 
to thoſe reflections which muſt naturally 
ariſe from their impending fate ; the can- 
did will naturally infer, that unleſs they 
were hardened to a degree of madneſs, and 
deſpiſed the ſolemn admonitions which 
were admiſtered to them; that unleſs they 
denied the exiſtence of 2 Supreme Being, 
and the immortality of the ſoul; the ſur- 
rounding horrors, the dictates of their 

conſcience, and the dread of future miſery; 
it is ſomewhat remarkable, if they were 
guilty, that the above conſiderations ſhould 
not have wrung from them a confeſſion. 
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On the contrary, they appeared to polleſs 
a compoſure and reſignation perfectly ſuit- 
able to their ſituation ; not a wiſh expreſ- 
five of the leaſt diſreſpe, or tepining at 
the ſentence pronounced againſt them; but 
a full forgiveneſs of their enemies, arid dy- 
ing in charity with all mankind. To the 
honour of the Miniſters of this City, their 
attendance and anxious concern for the 
future welfare of theſe unfortunate men, 
"ought to be recorded. The author has 
only to lament, that this ſhort lived eſſay 
cannot ſufficiently expreſs the grateful 
ſenſe that theſe unfortunate men enter- 
tained for their kind and benevolent exer- 
tions. On the Sunday previous to their 
execution, they employed part of the day 
in the moſt painful taſk of taking an af- 
fectionate farewell of their friends, and in 
writing to their diſconſolate relations. A 
letter was likewiſe ſent to the Right Hon. 
the Lord Provoſt, acknowledging, in the 
Moſt grateful manner, the particular at- 
tention that had been paid to their tem- 
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poral and eternal welfare; and intreating 
to be indulged with the attendance of a 
few friends at the awful moment of diſſo- 
lution; they likewiſe, with the utmoſt 
compoſure, gave the needful directions 
reſpecting their funeral, &c.; and an emi- 
nent and Reverend Miniſter of this City 
calling upon them, they joined him in a 
fervent recommendation of their ſouls to 
heaven, repeating their innocence of the 
crime for which they ſuffered, and their 
hearty forgiveneſs of all mankind. On 
the Monday they paſt the day with much 
calmneſs and reſignation, frequently wiſh- 
ing for the important moment to arrive, 
when they ſhould be no longer encumber- 
ed with mortality, but commence inhabi- | 
tants of a new and happier ſtate. 


ON the Monday evening "BM retired be too: 


reſt about ten o'clock; and paſſed the night 
tranquil and undiſturbed. On being vi- 
fired by ſome friends on Tueſday morn- 
ing, they peed, the nearer the 5 
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moment of diſſolution approached, the 
more ſubſtantial and permanent was the 
ſatisfaction they experienced; that they 
truſted alone to the Divine Goodneſs to 
enable them in their hing moments to de- 
clare their innocence, and to die with com- 
poſure. The Magiſtrates had thought it 
expedient during the laſt two days to pre- 
vent any thing improper being conveyed 
to them by their friends, and for their 
more perfect ſecurity, ordered three men 
belonging to the Town Guard to be pla- 
ced as ſentinels over them: And, indeed, 
ſuch precautions are highly neceſſary, as 
it not only precludes the poſſibility of an 

eſcape, but renders their ſituation, if poſ- 
ſible, more awful and alarming. 


O the morning of their execution they 
aroſe about 8 o'clock, after paſſing an un- 
diſturbed night; indeed, they expreſſed a 
wiſh for a few hours refreſhment of ſleep, 
the better to prepare, them for the ap- 
proaching fatal moment. They expreſſed 
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a deſire that they might appear with de- 
cency, for which purpoſe a hair-dreſſer 
was ſent for, who performed the neceſſary 
buſineſs, but without powder ; afterwards 
they were taken from the iron guard on 
which they were chained, and abut eleven 
o'clock proceeded to dreſs themſelves in 
che clothes prepared for them. They then 
devoted the few remaining moments in 
the moſt important buſineſs preparing for 
eternity, and taking an afſeRionate fare- 
well of a few friends and relations who 
were permitted to pay this laſt painful at- 
tention. About two o'clock the magis | 
trates appeared upon the ſcaffold, and im- 
mediately afterwards the two criminals 
Falconer and Bruce, attended by the Rev. 
Mr Greenfield, Mr Webſter and Mr Hall, 
two other miniſters, They then proceeded 
to prayers, and after performing the uſual 
_devotions, queſtioned them in the moſt 
ſolemn manner reſpecting their guilt or in- 
nocence of the crime for which they were 
Boing to ſuffer. They again repeated, as 
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they expected mercy and forgiveneſs from 
heaven, that they were innocent of the 
crime laid to their charge: That they 
freely forgave all mankind and died per- 
fectly reſigned, ſubmitting to their fate. 
The miniſter again proceeded to pray with 
them, and Peter Bruce kneeling down 
prayed extempore for a tew minutes in 
language highly propcr for men in their 
unhappy fituation. The miniſters pro- 
ceeded a ſecond time to admoniſh them of 
the danger ariſing from their perſiſting in 
their innocence ; but they continuing to 
adhere to their former declaration, and 
calling heaven to atteſt the truth of their 
aſſertion. The miniſters withdrew. They 
then aſcended the platform, and the exe- 
cutioner adjuſting the rope about their 
necks, &c. they took cach other by the 
hand, and after their caps were properly 
drawn over their faces, Peter Bruce cried 
out in an audible and diſtin voice, hfting 
up his hands, © I die innocent of the crime 


* for which J am going to fuffer; help 
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* me, O Lord!“ Falconer at the ſame time 
atteſling his innocence. The platform 
dropt, and they were launched into eter- 
nity. This concluded the fate of two 
men, whoſe ſentence, according to the 


evidence given upon their trial, appeared 
perfectly juſt, and who acknowledged 
that from the connexion of the witneſſes 
eſtabliſhing their guilt, the integrity of the 
jury, and the humanity of the judges, can- 
not either by themſelves or the public be 
called in queſtion. They have freely can- 
vaſſed the character of the witneſſes, not 
from motives of private reſentment, but 
to anſwer the eſſential purpoſes of public 
juſtice. They have even ſealed their de- 
claration, by pledging their happineſs on 
its validity, and in the very moment of dif- 
ſolution embraced eternity with fortitude 
and compoſure. It remains only for time 
to develope this myſterious buſineſs. Dark 
as it appears at preſent, and without any 
clue to unfold what is ſo very clouded and 
obſcure, we can only ſuſpend our opinion, 
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or draw ſuch inferences as we are natural- 
ly led to, from the declarations of men 1n 
this very alarming ſituation ; and I think 
if we oppoſe in one ſcale the aſſertions of 
dying men to the evidence of thoſe under 
an immediate influence, and whoſe cha- 
raters and purſuits in life ſeem not to 
be of the faireſt ſtamp, we cannot be long 
in forming ſome concluſion. 


To the immortal honour of this country, 
the hiſtoric page has never been ſtained 
with the want of integrity in our judges. 
They are ſuperior to every intereſted con- 
ſideration, and of the moſt inflexible vir- 
tue; and at no one period can we boaſt a 
greater diſplay of independence and in- 
tegrity than the preſent; and if ever the 
ſtern hand of Juſlice appears to relax or 
ſlacken, it is not to ſuffer the obdurate to 
eſcape, but to afford the penitent an op- 
portunity of becoming uſeful members- 
of {ociety. Under ſuch authority we have. 
nothing to fear. Our lives, our liberties, 
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are perfectly ſecure. But, alas! what hu- 
man authority, what virtue, what inte- 
grity, can thelter from oppreſſion, or ſoft- 
en the venom of the perjured aſſaſſin? 
Like the. wreathing ſerpent, he is ſecure 
in his various falding.— more fell than the 
envenomed reptile, he bites only to deſtroy. 
This I only fay in general, and do not 
preſume to apply it to the preſent caſe. 
To counteract, however, in ſome meaſure 
this evil, and to create a proper alarm in 
the breaſt of every individual, this publi- 
cation is ſent into the world; to prevent 
laws, in themſelves: ſalutary and good, 
from being perverted by colluſion and 
fraud; to give permanency and ſtability 
to the authorities by which we are govern- 
ed; and to impreſs the alarming conſe- 
quences of dark conſpiracies and premedi- 
tated malice; is the import of this addreſs. 
Thank God, as long as we ean boaſt of 
our exiſtence as a free people, we ought. 
not only to approve of thoſe laws by which 
we are governed, but to glory in, and ap- 
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plaud the greateſt of all the privileges we 
enjoy, that of trial by Fury. It is a charge 
of the greateſt importance with which our 
fellow citizens are intruſted ; and it muſt 
afford great ſatisfaction to every lover of 
his country, to obſerve with what fidelity, 
what impartiality they adminiſter juſtice. 
It is thoſe to whom this important truſt 
may be delegated, that this addreſs is more 
immediately and reſpectfully offered: And 
if, at any future period, the recollection 
of the ſad cataſtrophe of theſe men ſhould 
be the diſtant means of awakening ſuſpi- 
cion at the moment when innocence is on 
the verge of ſuffering from the effects of 
perjury and fraud, the author, though 
conſigned to obſcurity and oblivion, will 
enjoy a ſatisfaction which time never can 
efface, and which his memory ſhall record 
whilſt his heart can be warmed with ſen- 
ſibility, or is capable of feeling for ano- 
ther's woe. 
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